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MEET JESUS 
Six weeks exploring the truth about Jesus Christ 
  

Welcome to MEET JESUS. We are confident that you will enjoy taking a 

little time to think about the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. This booklet 

contains some Bible passages we will be talking about. It also tells in their 

own words some stories of “the difference Jesus makes” in the lives of four 

ordinary people. 

MEET JESUS also gives everybody opportunities to ask any questions you 

may have about Jesus Christ and the Christian faith. Please feel free to ask 

anything at any time! 

 

Over the six weeks we will discuss these topics: 

 

1. What is God like? The loving Father and the prodigal son     2 

2. Jesus heals a blind man – and asks, “How can I help you?”    4 

3. The Sermon on the Mount – Jesus shows us the secret of 
   real happiness         6  

4. Feeding the 5000 – life in all its fullness      8 

5. Good Friday – who died why?      10 

6. Easter Sunday – didn’t he used to be dead?     12 

What is a Christian?       14 

How can I become a Christian?      15 
 

The Bible passages can be found on pages of the New Testament and are 

referred to as follows: e.g. for the first week, Luke 15:11-22 means chapter 

15 verses 11 to 22 which are found on NT page 85.  
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1. What is God like? 

The loving Father and 

the prodigal son  
 

Jesus continued: “There was 

a man who had two sons. The 

younger one said to his father, 

‘Father, give me my share of the 

estate.’ So he divided his property between them.  

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set 

off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild 

living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in 

that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired 

himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to 

feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 

were eating, but no one gave him anything.  

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 

hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will 

set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ So he got up 

and went to his father.  

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 

filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 

around him and kissed him.  

“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe 

and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 

For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’ So they began to celebrate.         (Luke 15:11-22 NT page 85) 
 

Jesus came to teach us and show us that God loves each and every one of 

us even more than that loving Father loves his wayward rebellious son.  
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The difference Jesus makes – to Joan 
 

God drew me to church. It was an awful Sunday evening in April 1984.  

Torrential rain and gale-force winds.  I was alone in the house.  Bored.  

What was on the television?  Ah!  “Songs of Praise”.  Suddenly I did not 

want to watch that programme.  I wanted to join in the praise. 

The last time I had attended church regularly was when my daughters 

were members of the Brownies at a local Methodist church and I used to 

lend a hand.  I was brought up in a Christian environment.  During the war 

I was evacuated to my grandparents in South Wales, and there attended 

Sunday School every afternoon and Evensong most Sunday evenings at the 

Baptist church.  On my return to Barkingside after the war I went to 

Claybury Park Baptist church, and Christian Endeavour, until the age of 

thirteen. 

So, which church should it be?  My daughter had been invited to join the 

choir at the previous Christmas candlelight service at Ashurst Drive Baptist 

Church in Gants Hill, Ilford, so I went to support her with my husband, my 

other daughter and my parents.  It was a lovely service and there was a 

friendly atmosphere.  I decided that would be the church. 

Off I WALKED in the wind and rain.  It took me half an hour.  I was 

drenched.  At the door I was met by a lovely man called Frank, who offered 

me a sweet from the bagful he held in his hand.  I sat with his wife, 

Margaret and felt as if I had “come home”.  I believe that it was the Lord 

speaking to me that miserable evening.  In any ordinary circumstance I 

would never even consider WALKING in such bad weather. 

I was baptised on 8th November, 1987. 

 

These pages are taken from our book called “The Difference Jesus Makes” 

which shares the experiences of members of North Springfield Baptist 

Church in their own words. 
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2. Jesus heals a blind 

man – and asks,  

“How can I help you?” 

  
Then they came to Jericho. As 

Jesus and his disciples, together 

with a large crowd, were leaving 

the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus 

(that is, the Son of Timaeus), was 

sitting by the roadside begging. 

When he heard that it was Jesus 

of Nazareth, he began to shout, 

“Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!”  

Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the 

more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”  

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s 

calling you.” 50 Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and 

came to Jesus.  

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.  

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”  

“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he 

received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 

                                                               (Mark 10:46-52 NT page 51) 
 

That blind man faced all kinds of difficulties because he could not see the 

world around him until Jesus restored his sight. Many people find it 

difficult to see God or even know that he exists. But Jesus came to open 

our eyes, not only physically but spiritually as well. Jesus said,  

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.”     (John 8:12 NT page 109)  
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How we see the world 
 

What do you see in the picture on the 

right? Some people immediately see 

an old lady. Others see a young 

woman. Our brains can interpret the 

same picture in either way.   

It is the same when people look at the 

world around us: the beauty of a 

sunset, the majesty of the night sky 

and the intricacy of flowers. Or the 

amazing ways which the human eye or 

brain work, or the complex interplay 

of proteins and DNA in the mechanism of inheritance. Some people look at 

these things and interpret them as examples of design in Creation and 

evidence for the existence of God. Other people look at exactly the same 

things but do not see God anywhere. 

Whichever face they first see, after people look at the optical illusion 

above for a while they can usually see the other face as well. And once a 

person has recognised the image as an old lady or as a young woman, they 

will always be able to see that image again even when they can see the 

other face as well.  In the same way people who have never seen the hand 

of God in the world around before can begin to see God in his Creation. 

And people can come to see Jesus in a completely new light too, not as a 

long dead figure from history but as the Son of God, risen from the dead to 

be our Saviour. This kind of change, seeing the world in a dramatically new 

way, is part of what Jesus meant when he said,   

“I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 

born again. ….  no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is 

born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit 

gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You 

must be born again.’                               (John 3:3, 5-7 NT page 101)  
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3. The Sermon on the 

Mount – 

Jesus shows us the 

secret of real happiness  
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

for they will be filled.  

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”      (Matthew 5:3-10 NT page 4) 

“Turn the other cheek.” “Go the extra mile.” “Love your enemies.” 

“Enter through the narrow gate.”  

                                         (Matthew 5:39, 41, 44 and 7:38 NT page 6) 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up 

for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. … “No one can serve two 

masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 

and Money.                                      (Matthew 6:19-21,24 NT page 7) 

 
Many people know parts of the Sermon on the Mount and many regard 

Jesus as a great moral teacher. But we misunderstand Jesus’s message if 

we think that following him is about obeying a set of rules. Jesus came to 

offer us all a relationship with God as our heavenly Father.  Knowing God is 

the secret of real happiness!  
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The difference Jesus makes – to Jenny 
 

God answers our prayers. My one big fear was that I could not have 

children, but about a year after we were married, I had what I can only 

assume was a promise from God that we would have a son.  Sure enough I 

became pregnant and we were over the moon.  Then when I was about 5 

months I had severe pains and was rushed into St John’s where they 

thought I had gone into premature labour.  Throughout the few days that I 

was in hospital, I was aware of a complete peace and that the baby would 

be OK.  Sure enough he was and Damion was born 4 months later.  ONE 

DAY LATE!!   

Just before our silver wedding Chris lost his job.  Damion and Melanie were 

both at university.  Chris took on any job he could, but then felt sure that 

God was calling him into training as a nurse.  He applied and was accepted.  

Suddenly I was supporting 3 students!  Never through that time did we go 

without.  There was always enough money to go round. In fact a colleague 

of mine was astounded that we could manage on my money.  I told her 

that God always supplies when we obey Him. 

As a teacher I was always up to my eyes in marking. One particular day I 

had so much to do and was at my wits end.  It was A level, GCSE and Key 

Stage 3 marking all of which had to be done by the next day.  I have often 

found that God seems to make time to stand still, but his time He really 

performed a miracle.  I looked at one pile of books and my heart sank.  I 

opened them and lo and behold they had been marked!! 

I always find that if strapped for time reading my Bible and having a time 

of prayer seems to mean that I have plenty of time to do everything. 
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4. Feeding the 5000 –  

life in all its fullness 
 

Another of his disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 

spoke up, “Here is a boy with 

five small barley loaves and two 

small fish, but how far will they 

go among so many?”  

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of 

grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of 

them.  Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to 

those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with 

the fish.  
 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, 

“Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” So they 

gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five 

barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

                                                                    (John 6:8-13 NT page 105) 
 

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me 

will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 

… All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes 

to me I will never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not 

to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is the 

will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given 

me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that 

everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal 

life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”  

                                                                 (John 6: 35-40 NT page 106) 

Many people in Britain today are materially overfed but spiritually 

starving. Jesus came to offer us “life in all its fullness”, eternal life, a 

personal relationship with God which even death cannot take away. 
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The difference Jesus makes – to Nick 
 

“As a child I was taken to Sunday School, and gained an understanding 

about Jesus but not really knowing him myself. I knew I needed to ask for 

forgiveness, but I never really knew how to ask, so I felt that to gain 

approval I needed to do lots of praying and going to meetings, which was a 

kind of superstition really. Through my teens I was a regular at the school 

Christian club, probably a bit of a pain!  

I always found myself feeling the 'odd one out', never being able to fit in 

socially without putting on an act, and if a friendship needed too much 

acting I tried to keep out of their way. Others at school didn't really know 

me - I went later to a 21st party and reunion and nobody knew what to say 

to me. I often felt stress in anxiety to be accepted, and sometimes I still do. 

The answer came when I went to college. Among the many bits of paper 

shoved under my hall room door in the Fresher's week was an invitation to 

'Coffee and Cakes' with the Christian Union. Well, I was the only one that 

had the cake (and a good one too) but I met many good friends. My 

superstitious dedication continued - I was at every possible prayer meeting 

even when the host hadn't got out of bed, and they must have assumed I 

knew Jesus properly. One early morning prayer meeting, it was just me 

and one girl, and we'd run out of prayers and sat in silence thinking. I was 

going over my pet prayers repeatedly in my head, and they included asking 

for forgiveness, when suddenly I felt tremendous peace. I said that I 

thought God had spoken to me (I'd learned the language by then!) and she 

asked 'what did he say?'. I couldn't say, but I realised afterwards that he 

was just giving peace and assurance, the missing link to my faith. From 

then on, I knew God loved me just as I was, I was forgiven, accepted and 

cherished. 

That wasn't the last time I felt such release. I was baptised in the Holy 

Spirit and then in water that year, and my first year was full of healings and 

excitement. Today when you see me playing trombone or waving a flag so 

hard it breaks, you are watching me receive that same release from God - 

not because I'm a show-off, but because I love to be free.”  
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5. Good Friday –  

who died why? 
 

Two other men, both 

criminals, were also led out with 

him to be executed. When they 

came to the place called the 

Skull, there they crucified him, 

along with the criminals—one on 

his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 

they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his 

clothes by casting lots.  

The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. 

They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ 

of God, the Chosen One.”  

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him 

wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save 

yourself.”  

There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE 

KING OF THE JEWS.  

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 

“Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!”  

But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he 

said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished 

justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 

done nothing wrong.”  

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.”  

Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with 

me in paradise.”                                    (Luke 23:32-43 NT page 96) 
 

      “There is a green hill far away outside a city wall, 

       Where our dear Lord was crucified who died to save us all. 

       He died that we might be forgiven. He died to make us good. 

      That we might go at last to heaven, saved by His precious blood.” 
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What does the death of Jesus mean to me? 
 

God offers to each one of us the free gift of forgiveness and a brand new 

life. That thief on the cross next to Jesus had only a few hours to live. He 

would have no opportunity to change his life and mend his ways. He 

simply cried out to Jesus for help, and heard those wonderful words of 

hope and forgiveness, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” And the 

wonderful good news is that God will treat us in just the same way.  

God created us. And God never stops loving us. And Jesus has died for us, 

so that we can be forgiven. Just like the father who was out looking for his 

prodigal son to come home, God is longing for us to return to Him.  

You can read more about what it means to be a Christian and how to 

become a Christian on pages 14-16. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The difference Jesus makes – to Peter 
 

“When I was growing up our family never went to church or Sunday 

School. By the time I was studying science in the sixth form I was 

convinced that science had proved that God didn’t exist. 

Then some friends invited me along to their church youth club. I also went 

along to their Bible Studies to show them that their ideas about Jesus were 

all wrong. I won all the arguments, but they never got angry with me. And 

then one night I realised that these friends were all nice people, the kind of 

person I wished I could be, but I wasn’t. For the first time in my life I 

prayed to the God I didn’t really believe in: “God change me!” 

The next morning I woke up and the world was different. I knew God 

existed and that he loved even me. And God had forgiven me for all the 

things I do wrong and all my selfishness and pride. 

My life is still a “work in progress” but I know that God is indeed changing 

me.” 
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6. Easter Sunday – 

didn’t he used to be 

dead?  
 

Mary stood outside the tomb 

crying. As she wept, she bent 

over to look into the tomb  and 

saw two angels in white, seated 

where Jesus’ body had been, one 

at the head and the other at the foot.  

They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”  

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know 

where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.  

“Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are 

looking for?”  

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried 

him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”  

Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” 

(which means Teacher).  

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to  

the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning 

to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”  

                                                               (John 20:11-17 NT page125) 

 

 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 

After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at 

the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen 

asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last 

of all he appeared to me also. (1 Corinthians 15:3-8 NT page 192) 
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DEAD OR ALIVE? 
 
Did Jesus Christ rise from the grave? Or did he stay dead? Is he alive 
today? No questions are more important for any one of us to answer.  
 
If Jesus did not rise from the dead, he wasn't who he claimed to be, the 
Son of God and the Saviour of the world, and his death was a meaningless 
tragedy. If Jesus didn't rise from the dead, there is no hope after death, no 
offer of forgiveness and new life, no future for human beings in the mess 
we have made of our world. 
 
But the first Christians were convinced that Jesus DID rise from the dead. 
At least 550 people saw Jesus alive again, on at least eleven occasions! 
Very many of them went to horrible deaths insisting that Jesus was alive. 
Would all these Christians really have given up their lives for a lie? 
 
The tomb was empty - no-one can argue about that. The authorities didn't 
have Jesus's body, and it makes no sense to say that the disciples stole and 
hid it. Something truly amazing must have happened to stop those men 
and women being terrified. Something changed their lives so much that 
soon they were telling everyone that Jesus was alive again, and they had 
seen him! 
 
And how else can we explain all those lives since which have been 
transformed by faith in Jesus Christ: countless believers down the 
centuries and hundreds in North Springfield today? Each of these have 
experienced the love and power of God in their own lives, in hope and 
peace and healing and answered prayers. Are they all mistaken? 
 
Easter is not a memorial for a martyr. Being a Christian is not about 
following the example of a dead hero, but enjoying an exciting relationship 
with a living Saviour and Friend. That's why it's vital to find out the truth 
for ourselves.  Was it all a lie, a hoax, the biggest mistake in history? Or did 
Jesus Christ really rise from the dead! 
 
Dead or alive? What do you think? 
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What is a Christian? 

  
Different people have different answers to this question: 

This is a Christian country. We’re all Christians aren’t we? 

No. Being a Christian is nothing to do with where we live or how we were 
brought up. 

 I always try to do good to others, to “love my neighbour.” 

That’s good. But being a Christian doesn’t mean the same as being a good 
person. 

 I believe in God. 

Many religions do. Many people know about God but don’t know Him as 
their Friend. 

 I go to church  - not every week but now and then. 

That’s good. But going to church doesn’t make you a Christian. 

  

SO WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN? 

A Christian is somebody who has recognised 
that Jesus Christ really is the Son of God, God 
born as a man to be our Saviour.  

A Christian is somebody who believes that Jesus 
died on the cross to bring us back to God, so 
that we could be changed from God’s enemies 
into God’s friends.  

A Christian is somebody who knows that Jesus 
Christ is alive today.  

A Christian is somebody who has accepted 
God’s free gift of eternal life.  

A Christian is somebody who knows God 
personally as Father. 
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How can I become a Christian? 

God’s way of changing us from His enemies to His friends 
 

Humanity's problem - sin  

Why is the world in so much of a mess? The Bible tells us that our world 

and our lives are all spoilt by ‘sin’. Sin is everything that makes us run away 

from God and ignore Him. Sin is all the evil things we all do and say and 

think which are wrong, our selfishness and pride and greed. Sin is also the 

in-born bias towards wrong which means we all commit these ‘sins’. None 

of us is perfect. We all fall short of God's perfect standards. This sin 

separates us from God now and forever, because He is perfectly good and 

we are not. Sin is like a cloud cutting us off from God’s presence. And there 

is nothing we can do by ourselves to remove the barrier of sin between us 

and God. Only God Himself can save us.  

 God’s solution - Jesus Christ  

God is perfect and just and must punish sin and evil. But God still loves the 

men and women He created. So God sent Jesus. “For God loved the world 

so much that He gave His only Son, so that whoever believes in Him should 

not die but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NT page 102) Jesus Christ is God’s 

Son, completely God, who became a completely ordinary man. He lived a 

sinless life, was crucified and died. But three days later God brought Jesus 

back from the dead and now He is alive forever, ruling the universe.  

The Bible tells us, “For sin pays its wage - death; but God’s free gift is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23 NT page 169)  When we 

die and are separated from God forever, we are only paying the fair 

penalty for our sin. But Jesus was without sin (1 Peter 2:22 NT page 254). 

He did not have to pay any penalty for himself. When Jesus died, he did so 

in OUR place, taking OUR punishment upon Himself.  

Isaiah 53:6 (in the Old Testament) explains it like this: 

     “All of us were like sheep that were lost, 

      each of us going his own way.  

      But the LORD made the punishment fall on Him, 

      the punishment all of us deserved.”  
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By dying in our place, Jesus has made it possible for God to forgive our sin. 

He has removed the barrier of sin between us and God. The resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead shows us that Jesus has defeated evil and death, and 

that God’s righteous anger against sin and sinful people has been satisfied 

by Jesus’s sacrifice. Through Jesus, God offers us the free gift of eternal life 

which we could never earn or deserve, a brand new start in life!  

 Our response  

God’s gift of eternal life only becomes ours when we ourselves accept it. 

Our response has four parts.  

A Admitting our sin and deciding to turn our back on it and live as God 

requires us to. The Bible calls this repentance. (Acts 17:30-31 NT page 150) 

B Believing Christ died for ME, in MY place, and trusting that God will 

accept me because of Jesus. (John 3:16 NT page 102)  

C Considering the ways in which our lives must change when we recognise 

that Jesus Christ is our Lord.  

D Doing as God demands, accepting Jesus and openly confessing Him as 

Saviour and Lord by what we say and the way we live. (Romans 10:9-11 NT 

page 173) One way of doing this is by believer's baptism.  

When a person becomes a Christian many exciting 

things happen.  Their sins are forgiven (1 John 1:8-9 

NT page 261). They begin a new life (2 Corinthians 

5:17 NT page 198). They become children in God’s 

family (John 1:12-13 NT page 99). They know God, 

not as Judge but as Father (Romans 8:15-17 NT page 

171). God the Holy Spirit comes into their lives to be 

their Helper. 

Jesus stands at the door of each person’s life, waiting 

to be invited in. Revelation 3:20 (NT page 272) says, 

“Listen! I stand at the door and knock; if anyone 

hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and 

eat with them, and they will eat with me.”       
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Find out more about Jesus online 

at www.peoplemeetinggod.org  

 

Read sermons from North Springfield Baptist Church  

at www.pbthomas.com/blog 
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