The Greatest
Christmas Present

The story of the first Christmas

THE VERY FIRST CHRISTMAS PRESENT
When did people start giving Christmas presents?
Some people think that the first presents were the
gifts which the Wise Men gave to the baby Jesus. But
actually the first present was that baby laid in a
manger. Jesus himself was God’s gift to the world.
God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so
that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have
eternal life. (John’s Gospel chapter 3 verse 16)
The tradition of giving and
receiving presents at Christmas
began as a way of celebrating
the first and greatest Christmas
present of all, God’s gift of His
Son Jesus Christ.
This booklet contains the accounts of the birth of Jesus
which we read in the Gospels written by Matthew,
Luke and John in the New Testament. You will find out
here just what the Bible tells us about the events of
the first Christmas.

THE WORLD’S LONGEST CAR
The World’s Longest Car is a Cadillac in California. It is
100 feet long and has 26 wheels – one for every seat.
It has video, TVs, quadraphonic hi-fi, six telephones, a
satellite dish, cocktail cabinets, a king-size water bed,
and a swimming pool with a diving board and a Jacuzzi.
It bends in the middle to go around corners. It cost 2
million dollars and weighs 10 tons. And it comes with
its own Tow-Truck. Because this car is so jam packed
full of accessories that the one thing it hasn’t got room
for is an engine!
But is a car really a car if it hasn’t got an engine? All
the optional extras in the world aren’t worth having if
the most basic essential is missing. Which makes me
think about the way many people celebrate Christmas.
We look forward to the food, the turkey and trimmings
and the pudding and the cake, all washed down with
plenty of Christmas spirits. We spend so much on the
presents and the stockings and the cards and the
parties. But you don’t actually need these things to
have a happy Christmas. Even Santa and his reindeer,
and Christmas trees and fairy lights, and singing carols
are only the wrappings, the tinsel, the optional extras
of Christmas.

We don’t need these things to celebrate, and there are
billions of people around the world who do not enjoy
these things.
But there wouldn't be a Christmas without Christ. If
that Baby had not been born in that stable in
Bethlehem 2000 years ago, we wouldn't have anything
to celebrate. Listen to the words the Angel said to
Mary, the Mother of Jesus.
“Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with
God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and
you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. … The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born
will be called the Son of God.”
(Luke’s Gospel chapter 1 verses 30-32)
Jesus was unique, the Son of God, God born as a
human being to show us what God is like and to make
a way for us to know God again, Jesus the Saviour of
the world, Jesus, the reason for the season. However
many accessories you have, a car isn’t really a car
without an engine. And Christmas isn’t really
Christmas without Jesus Christ.

THE ANGEL SPEAKS TO MARY
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel
Gabriel was sent by God to a town of Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, a descendant of David, and the virgin’s
name was Mary. The angel came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she
was greatly troubled by his words and began to wonder about the meaning of this greeting. So the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God! Listen: You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne
of his father David. He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.” Mary
said to the angel, “How will this be, since I have not
had sexual relations with a man?” The angel replied,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child
to be born will be holy; he will be called the Son of God.
… For nothing will be impossible with God.” So Mary
said, “Yes, I am a servant of the Lord; let this happen to
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.
(Luke’s Gospel chapter 1 verses 26-38)

WHY DO CHRISTIANS BELIEVE IN THE
VIRGIN BIRTH?
Some people in this scientific age reject the reports in
the Bible about angels or miracles. They try to explain
them away, or suggest that the first Christians invented them. In particular some folk find the idea that
Mary the mother of Jesus was a virgin very difficult to
believe. So they ignore the whole Christmas story.
If we choose to disregard all the supernatural events
recorded in the Gospels, we are left with nothing more
than a man who was a good teacher. But the fact is
that Jesus claimed to be more than a man. He claimed
to be the Son of God, Almighty God Himself, born as a
human being to be the Saviour of the world to bring us
back to God. If that were not true, then Jesus was
either deluded or deliberate lying: mad or bad.
On the other hand, if Jesus really was the King, the
Messiah, the Son of God, and He really did work
miracles, then it is easy to accept the supernatural
parts of the Christmas story — the angels, the star,
and a child conceived by the Holy Spirit instead of a
human father.
It is not the case that Christians believe that Jesus is
God because of the Virgin Birth. Christians believe that
Jesus is God because of his amazing life, his wonderful

teaching and his resurrection from the dead. Then,
since Jesus was who he claimed to be, we would surely
be very surprised if his birth was NOT remarkable,
unusual and even miraculous.

Napoleon Bonaparte wrote this about Jesus. “I know
men; and I tell you that Jesus Christ is not a man.
Superficial minds see a resemblance between Christ
and the founders of empires, and the gods of other
religions. That resemblance does not exist. There is
between Christianity and whatever other religions the
distance of infinity…. Everything in Christ astonishes
me. His spirit overawes me, and His will confounds me.
Between him and whoever else in the world, there is
no possible term of comparison. He is truly a being by
Himself. … The nearer I approach, the more carefully I
examine, everything is above me – everything remains
grand, of a grandeur which overpowers. His religion is
a revelation from an intelligence which certainly is not
that of man…. One can absolutely find nowhere, but in
Him alone, the imitation or the example of His life….
I search in vain in history to find the similar to Jesus
Christ, or anything which can approach the gospel. Neither history, nor humanity, nor the ages, nor nature,
offer me anything with which I am able to compare it
or to explain it. Here everything is extraordinary.”

THE ANGEL SPEAKS TO JOSEPH
Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened
this way. While his mother Mary was
engaged to Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be
pregnant through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph, her husband to be,
was a righteous man, and because he
did not want to disgrace her, he intended to divorce
her privately. When he had contemplated this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, because the child conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you will
name him Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.” This all happened so that what was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet would be fulfilled:
“Look! The virgin will conceive and bear a son, and
they will call him Emmanuel,” which means “God with
us.”

When Joseph awoke from sleep he did what the angel
of the Lord told him. He took his wife, but did not have
marital relations with her until she gave birth to a son,
whom he named Jesus.
(Matthew’s Gospel chapter 1 verses 18-25)

JESUS IS BORN
Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus to register all the empire for taxes. This was
the first registration, taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family
line of David. He went to be registered with Mary, who
was promised in marriage to him, and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in strips of cloth and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.
(Luke’s Gospel chapter 2 verses 1-7)

NO ROOM AT THE INN
When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem all the
inns were full — no room. So Jesus Christ was born in a
humble stable surrounded by animals. No room at the
inn! It’s the same today. It is sad but true that some
people are so busy celebrating Christmas they have no
room for Jesus Christ.
The tinsel, the turkey, the trimmings, the tree all seem
more important. We remember Santa Claus, but the
Baby in the manger gets forgotten. It is good to sing
carols and light candles to remind ourselves that 2000
years ago in Bethlehem a very special baby was born.
Christians believe that baby really was Almighty God,
born as a human being, Jesus, the Saviour, called
Emmanuel which means “God with us”.
And that birth is the incredible miracle which is the
true reason for all the celebrations. Jesus is the reason
for the season. Don’t throw out the baby! Make room
for Jesus at a Christmas.

THE SHEPHERDS VISIT JESUS
Now there were shepherds nearby living out in the
field, keeping guard over their flock at night. An angel
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were absolutely
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid!
Listen carefully, for I proclaim to you good news that
brings great joy to all the people: Today your Saviour is
born in the city of David. He is Christ the Lord. This will
be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in strips
of cloth and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a vast, heavenly army appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among people with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels left them and went back to heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, that
the Lord has made known to us.” So they hurried off
and located Mary and Joseph, and found the baby lying
in a manger. When they saw him, they related what
they had been told about this child and all who heard it
were astonished at what the shepherds said. But Mary
treasured up all these words, pondering in her heart
what they might mean. So the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen; everything was just as they had been told.
(Luke’s Gospel chapter 2 verses 8-20)
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain,
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

What can I give Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him – give my heart.

THE WISE MEN VISIT JESUS
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, in the time
of King Herod, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem saying, “Where is the one who is born king
of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he
was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him.

After assembling all the chief priests and experts in the
law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.
“In Bethlehem of Judea,” they said, “for it is written
this way by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are in no
way least among the rulers of Judah, for out of you will
come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”

Then Herod privately summoned the wise men and
determined from them when the star had appeared.
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and look
carefully for the child. When you find him, inform me
so that I can go and worship him as well.” After listening to the king they left, and once again the star they
saw when it rose led them until it stopped above the
place where the child was. When they saw the star
they shouted joyfully. As they came into the house and
saw the child with Mary his mother, they bowed down
and worshiped him. They opened their treasure boxes
and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. After being warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they went back by another route to their own
country.
(Matthew’s Gospel chapter 2 verses 1-12)
God of God, Light of light,
Lo, He abhors not the virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten, not created:

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

WISE MEN SEEK HIM STILL
There weren’t three of them, and they weren’t Kings.
Ancient traditions actually suggest there were twelve
of them, twelve Magi, twelve Wise Men. We remember them because they travelled that very long and
hazardous journey, just to find Jesus.
Psalm 14:1 tells us, “The fool says in his heart there is
no God.” At the first Christmas these Wise Men
certainly weren’t fools! They knew that God exists and
they came looking for him. And if anyone today is looking for God they can find Him in exactly the same place
and the same person — in Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. If you are not sure there is a
God or if God really exists — look at Jesus. Look at his
miraculous birth. Take a good long look at his life.
Think about his teaching. Look at his miracles. Look at
his death. Look at his glorious resurrection. God does
exist. His name is Jesus.
Proverbs 1:7 and 9:10 both say, “Reverence for God is
the beginning of wisdom.” Those Wise Men respected
God. They held God in awe — they feared God. And so
the Bible tells us in Matthew 2:11 that this is how they
reacted when they came into the presence of baby
Jesus.

“On coming to the house they saw the child with his
mother Mary and they bowed down and worshipped
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold and of frankincense and of
myrrh.”
“We have come to worship Him,” they said. No wonder
Herod was furious. You pay respect to a king, you
serve a king, but you only worship God! But the Wise
Men had recognized who Jesus is, the Son of God, so
they gave Him the honour and glory and praise and
worship which is his right! And it is the same today,
two millennia later. History has seen many great philosophers and moral teachers, and many great leaders,
but the whole world counts its years from the birth of
Jesus Christ. This is because, out of all these great
figures through history who receive our admiration,
only one is worthy of our worship and our praise, Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.
“Then they opened their treasures and presented him
with gifts of gold and of frankincense and of myrrh.”

GOLD — a fitting gift for a King. But the baby in the
manger was much more than just a human King. He
was no less than the King of heaven. Jesus was called
Emmanuel which means ‘God with us’, God born as a
human being to bring the world back to Himself.

FRANKINCENSE — a fitting gift for a priest, someone
who represents men and women before God. There is
no-one better to bring us to God than Jesus the Son of
God. And no-one else is able to bring us to God but
Jesus who said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.
No-one comes to the Father except through me.”
(John 14:6)
MYRRH — a very strange gift indeed — the pain-killing
medicine used to anoint bodies for burial. Yet myrrh
was a fitting gift for Jesus the Saviour who himself said
that he “did not come to be served but to serve and to
give his life as the ransom for many,” (Mark 10:45)
dying on the cross so that we could be forgiven.
No wonder the Wise Men bowed down to worship
that tiny baby. He was Jesus, the King, the Priest and
the Saviour. The Wise Men made their long, hard,
dangerous journey to follow the star that brought
them to the stable to worship Jesus. Their gifts were
only tokens of their allegiance and their obedience.
They laid down their lives with their gifts. And that
same Jesus Christ is worthy of the same response from
us today — our worship, our trust, our commitment.
The Saviour of the world can still be found. Wise men
and women and children seek him still.

HOW GOD BECAME A HUMAN BEING
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was fully God. The Word was with
God in the beginning. All things were created by him,
and apart from him not one thing was created that has
been created. In him was life, and the life was the light
of mankind. And the light shines on in the darkness, but
the darkness has not mastered it.
A man came, sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify about the light, so that
everyone might believe through him. He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify about the
light. The true light, who gives light to everyone, was
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world was created by him, but the world did not recognize him. He came to what was his own, but his own
people did not receive him. But to all who have
received him — those who believe in his name — he
has given the right to become God’s children, children
not born by human parents or by human desire or a
husband’s decision, but by God.
Now the Word became flesh and took up residence
among us. We saw his glory — the glory of the one and
only, full of grace and truth, who came from the Father.

John testified about him and shouted out, “This one
was the one about whom I said, ‘He who comes after
me is greater than I am, because he existed before
me.’ ” For we have all received from his fullness one
gracious gift after another. For the law was given
through Moses, but grace and truth came about
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The
only one, himself God, who is in closest fellowship with
the Father, has made God known.
(John’s Gospel chapter 1 verses 1-18)
How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His
heaven.
No ear may hear His coming; but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings
tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel!

BAH! HUMBUG!
Charles Dicken’s popular story “A Christmas Carol” has
been filmed over 200 times. Ebenezer Scrooge has
been memorably portrayed by Alistair Sim, Albert
Finney, Patrick Stewart and even by Michael Caine in
Muppets’ Christmas Carol alongside Kermit The Frog as
Bob Cratchit. Here is one of the greatest scenes.
“A merry Christmas, uncle! God save you!” cried a
cheerful voice. It was the voice of Scrooge’s nephew,
who came upon him so quickly that this was the first
intimation he had of his approach.
“Bah!” said Scrooge, “Humbug!”
“Christmas a humbug, uncle!” said Scrooge’s nephew.
“You don’t mean that, I am sure.”
“I do,” said Scrooge. “Merry Christmas! What right
have you to be merry? What reason have you to be
merry? You’re poor enough.”
“Come, then,” returned the nephew gaily. “What right
have you to be dismal? What reason have you to be
morose? You’re rich enough.”
Scrooge having no better answer ready on the spur of
the moment, said “Bah!” again; and followed it up
with “Humbug.”

“Don’t be cross, uncle!” said the nephew.
“What else can I be,” returned the uncle, “when I live
in such a world of fools as this? Merry Christmas! Out
upon merry Christmas! What’s Christmas time to you
but a time for paying bills without money; a time for
finding yourself a year older, but not an hour richer; a
time for balancing your books and having every item in
‘em through a round dozen of months presented dead
against you? If I could work my will,” said Scrooge
indignantly, “every idiot who goes about with ‘Merry
Christmas’ on his lips, should be boiled with his own
pudding, and buried with a stake of holly through his
heart. He should!”
(from Charles Dickens A Christmas Carol 1843)
Scrooge was refreshingly honest! What’s the point of
people making merry when they really don’t know
what they are celebrating? If we forget what Christmas
is really about, it is all just, “Bah! Humbug!”
My friend Paul used to host wonderful parties. At one
of Paul’s parties I found myself chatting to two very
attractive girls I had never met before, which was
surprising because I knew most of his friends.
“How do you know Paul?” I inquired.
“Who’s Paul?” they asked.

I pointed them to the six foot wide banner up on the
wall: “Happy 21st Birthday Paul!” Those girls were
there for the food and the drink and the dancing and to
have a good time. They didn’t know who Paul was.
They didn’t care who Paul was! That gives a picture of
Christmas for very many people. Enjoying the party –
but not even knowing the person we are celebrating!
Bah! Humbug!
The angel announced to the shepherds the real
meaning of Christmas.
The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:10-11)
Christmas is indeed a birthday party, the celebration of
the birth of Jesus Christ. That is the good news of great
joy for people everywhere! That is what we have to be
happy about!
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth. (John 1:14 in the New International Version)
A very happy and peaceful Christmas to everybody.
But let’s make sure we remember whose birthday we
are celebrating!
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What is Christmas all about?
God with us  Baby in manger

God became man  Prince of Peace
Word became Flesh  One with us
Love came down  Creator in creation
Meekness and majesty  Love, joy, peace

Read the wonderful story of the greatest
Christmas present of all — God’s gift of
His Son Jesus Christ.
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